
Wasatch County Fire Board of Directors Meeting 

January 11, 2021 

Meeting held at the Wasatch County Administration Building located at 25 N Main, Heber City. 

Those in Attendance: 

Danny Goode 

Mark Nelson 

Kendall Crittenden 

Marilyn Crittenden 

Spencer Park 

Steve Farrell 

Chief Giles 

Deputy Chief Hales 

Assistant Deputy Chief Provost 

Dustin Grabau 

EMS BC Provost 

Fire Marshal Neerings 

Fire Warden Morgan  

BC Sessions 

Kierstan Smith 

Mike Davis 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Councilman Kendall to approve the minutes of December 14th, 2021, Fire 

Board meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Spencer. The motion passed all in favor. 

Warrants 

A motion was made by Councilman Nelson to approve the warrants as presented in the amount of 

$463,862.98. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Crittenden. The motion passed all in favor. 

Chiefs Report 

Chief: On those warrants, if you look, we have ordered a couple of brush trucks. And the reason that is a 

tad high. 

Nelson: You say there a tad high, what is a tad high? 



Chief: Well at $453,000 compared to those chassis at $185,000 or so, it’s higher. By the time we get 

those trucks, each of them will be around $300,000. This is just for the cab, but there is two of them. 

Just an explanation on that warrant list, just because it caught my eye being a little high. Because 

generally next month is higher with all the liabilities.   

Farrell: When are you going to be getting those vehicles?  

Chief: He has the chassis, we haven’t seen them, but he should have them. It’s through Fire Trucks 

Unlimited and they have been great to work with in the past.  

Other than that, I don’t think I have much to report. I would like to say as I visited with Dustin a little bit 

about this TRT and this fire station, I’ve kind of have had on hold for a year. But looking at the interest 

rates, I think we need to get something going fairly soon. Because, I think, if we wait another year or 

two, we will pay more than we would now. But I’d probably need a little help there, which I have visited 

with Dustin about, but I think Clair and I we’ve both been there, but I’d like to sit down and get an 

amount to see what’s there. EMS can get TRT money, and we may not get it forever but if we can get 

this started, I think it would be best.   

Goode: But you guys need the impact fees, don’t you need to get that worked out first? 

Chief: I think that’s why EMS is involved or listed to get it, to help with that. But with these two big 

hotels going in, I think it’s a given that we should get those. If we could get a little help there, I think it 

will be best to get that station moving forward. We have met with the architects, and they threw out 3 

proposed plans just before the holidays, and there are a couple little changes, but I think we are moving 

in the right direction.  

M. Crittenden: What do you mean by a little bit of help? 

Chief: Couple hundred. 

M. Crittenden: I know, but I wanted to know the amount.  

Chief: Just a tad. I know that sounds like a lot of money, which it is, but in the overall scheme of things, I 

think where its going and the overall needs this district has, it will be well spent. All these people are 

coming into here are going to impact us all.  

Dustin Grabau: I think part of the question too is, and we’ve talked around this a lot, what’s the role of 

the tax advisory board? The State Code intends us to have a Tax Advisory Board that advises you on the 

use of the TRT.  

Nelson: We do have them.  

D. Grabau: Yeah, we don’t utilize them as much. That’s what we might want to talk about, is there an 

EMS representative on that board?  

Farrell: Does the code require that? 

D. Grabau: Yes, the State Code requires that we have a Tax Advisory Board. 

Farrell: I know that, but  



D. Grabau: I think there is supposed to be so many in the business community and then a portion that 

up to you for your discretion.  

Chief: But anyway, that’s just some food for thought. As we proceed with this thing, we will get the 

advisory board to look at it. I’ll get with Dustin to get a number to bring back, while its on your mind. But 

it will sure help us get us started, I think.  

Farrell: I think if we take a look into this, we need to take a serious look at interest rates because they 

are going to be changing really quickly. 

K. Crittenden: Well material cost is coming down for the State, hasn’t it? 

Chief: Yeah, it has come down some, where it’s not so unlikable. I had thought for us holding off some, 

but we got to get after this. I wanted to hold off because I am conservative but as I’ve been thinking, if 

we can get some help-from the TRT I think we can get it done.  

Nelson: I have a couple of questions. Yesterday, I heard about Heber City’s plan for a new road. You 

know, where the road comes into Costa Vida and goes past Ace Hardware, having that road continue all 

the way down behind those properties, and going out right by that new station.  

Chief: There has been some discussion, my comment to them, so it runs on the west side of the fire 

station site going right to 12; goes through the school. If you follow Heber City, there is a thing called 

“The View” and its massive apartment complex. So anyway, in conversations we’ve had, I’ve told them 

whatever ground they take from me on the West side, they are going to have to replace it on the East 

side. Actually, if they would purchase a little more to the East and take from the West, we might 

configure our station differently. Because they are more than likely going to put a light on 12 and that 

would let us access off of that road both ways. Regardless, I think would actually help the fire districts 

piece of ground, with our overall layout and how we can utilize it but there is a lot of back and forth still 

happening, so we aren’t sure.  

K. Crittenden: Who is Royal Solutions? 

Chief: That is who we bought our property from, and they own the property to the East still. 

K. Crittenden: Well, I know Royal has been in discussions with another developer. 

Chief: There have been a lot of talk. It’s still in the air. 

Nelson: So, the other thing I wanted to ask was about EMS and it may be a Clair question, but during the 

Holidays, how did EMS do? Was there an increase or decrease in calls, any problems, or issues? I just 

wanted to see how the Holidays were from an EMS perspective.   

Chief: I will let Clair speak to that. 

Clair: There was definitely an increase. When someone had mentioned half of our transports come from 

out of town, the reality is 56% of our transports come from Wasatch County. The remainder come from 

out of town so almost half; we transport a lot.  

M. Crittenden: Heber tourist, you’re talking about tourist when you say ‘out of town’? 



Clair: Correct, and with the Holidays we did have a number of snowmobile accidents which takes a crew 

out a long time. And with visitors just in general, it was busier during the Holidays. I can tell you that last 

year, and I will get you this thing that shows you the call volume trend from year to year, last year we 

had 2600 and 2800 calls that are just EMS not Fire. And that is over the year. But the interesting thing, is 

those calls don’t come spread out, they come all at once. This morning, I want to say there was 4-5 at 

one time so yes there was an increase.  

Nelson: So, would you anticipate in December those percentages were probably about the same for 

residents?  

Clair: I would have to look at that. I don’t know for sure, but I would say it increases during December. 

Nelson: Increase more with residence? 

Clair: Correct. And I think that’s to the Chief’s point, that EMS falls within the TRT paramotors and I think 

that would be huge for us if that’s something you can look at and help us with.  

M. Crittenden: So, is summer likewise? 

Clair: Oh no, summer is a lot more.  

M. Crittenden: So, summer is even more than 56% of residence? 

Farrell: How’s it working out having bought a van for just transports? 

Clair: You know, I guess the Chief could speak to this but the guys originally, and Deputy Chief Hales has 

really pushed this, the originally pushed back on that. “I’m not going to ride and drive in the van” but 

they really like it. On one hand, it is very economical- you can make 3 trips to Provo and back on a tank 

of gas, where Type 1 ambulance you fill up each time. So, there is place for it as far as transports. On 

some calls, space is limited in those van so with those you’d need something else. They had a full arrest 

this morning just outside of town, and its hard to properly work a full arrest in a van, so there is a place 

for it. 

K. Crittenden: Sounds like for transport it’s great. 

Clair: Yeah, and they claim, during the winter its all wheel drive, so it seems to work well for them.  

Chief: That transport van has been worth its weight in gold, I think. In fact, if we have enough money in 

the apparatus, were probably going to bring a couple more on. I think its at about 45,000 miles in a year 

and in about another year it’ll be at 100,000 miles. But it won’t be a rebuild, we will run it until the 

wheels fall off. Any other questions? 

Farrell: No, thank you Chief. 

 

 

 

  



  

OTHER 

Dustin Grabau: Council, the advisory board met last week, and we reviewed a few items and we talked 

about the bylaws. We had a sub-committee of the advisory commission look at the bylaws and we have 

drafted it. We reviewed a few finer points in our most recent meeting, and I think we are getting close 

to the point of bringing those bylaws to the council. One thing that that does is, we’ve talked a fair 

amount about it and the discussion about how things might change if there is an administrative control 

board, the advisory commission feel that even if there is a transition to administrative control board, 

there is still a role for an advisory body to that administrative control board. So, we have tried to take 

that approach with the bylaws being of an advisory body. 

We did have a discussion about who has responsibility for being fire code official. And we have had a 

number is discussion on this in the past and I think what we decided to do was, bring in someone from 

the State Fire Marshal’s office to meet with both County and Fire Officials to try to discuss the merits 

some of the perspectives that we are having. Hopefully, we can than come to or at least boil it down to 

where there is ambiguity and where there is not. So, they can bring in more specific recommendation to 

you of best practices vs. what we might recommend for our county.  

That was the bulk of our last meeting, and things are going really well actually with the commission. We 

have a good repore and very robust discussions. If there is anything specific that you would like us to 

review, please feel free to let us know and we will continue to provide these updates for you.  

Goode: Mike, is there anything that the Fire District is doing or needs to be aware of in Mida? What 

needs to be reacted too? 

Mike Davis: I attend these meetings and I have offered my services, but I haven’t forced anything. But 

I’m here.  

Chief: Yes, he has been to every advisory board meeting. There have been a few meetings that we have 

been invited too but haven’t been able to make. I think there is one tomorrow that I might send Mike 

too. Its about road issues that serval us of have looked over.  

Mike Davis: Anything that potentially comes up, I’ll be there. We don’t have anything right now. Mida 

tends to only contact the fire district directly, which is fine and great. But if I need to help with any of 

that, they will just let me know.  

 

A motion was made by Councilman Nelson to end session. The motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman Crittenden. The motion passed all in favor.  

 

 


