
Wasatch County Fire Board of Directors Meeting 

April 12th, 2022 

Meeting held at the Wasatch County Administration Building located at 25 N Main, Heber City. 

Those in Attendance: 

Mark Nelson 

Kendall Crittenden 

Spencer Park 

Steve Farrell 

Jeff Wade 

Marilyn Crittenden 

Chief Giles 

Deputy Chief Hales 

Assistant Deputy Chief Provost 

Dustin Grabau 

EMS BC Provost 

Fire Marshal Neerings 

Fire Warden Morgan 

Kierstan Smith 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Councilman Nelson to approve the minutes of March 8th, 2022, Fire Board 

meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Parks. The motion passed all in favor; 

Councilwoman Crittenden abstained.  

Warrants 

A motion was made by Councilman Crittenden to approve the warrants as presented in the amount of 

$567,796.38. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wade. The motion passed all in favor. 

Chiefs Report 

Chief: The consideration for adoption of resolution providing for the creation of the local building 

authority, this document is what comprises most of your packet today. Basically, what this is doing, and 

Mark can maybe speak to it as well, but we are trying to create our own building authority to go through 

this CIB Grant/loan. This is just one of those steps; we have always used the County’s but the District 

wants to create their own.  



M. Crittenden: Why do you want to create your own? 

Chief: So, we can be in charge of our own financing and not the County.  

Farrell: They can bond directly and not have to go through the County if they have there own building 

authority.  It would actually be good for the County.  

Mark: One of the main advantages-it would keep the debt off of the County’s financial statements. It 

would only be on the Fire Districts. Ultimately, if it’s issued through the County’s municipal building 

authority, it shows as a liability of the County and would put some responsibility on the County if the 

District were to default. In this case, they would not. When your issued released revenues bonds, 

through building authority, the security for the bond is the property itself. So, it’s cleaner for the County 

and the District doesn’t really have the authority to pledge property taxes for the repayment of the 

bonds, this is the best way to issue debt for the entities that primarily have taxes as main source of 

revenue. You don’t commit a specific revenue source but all available sources the district has. 

Farrell: This municipal or whatever you call it, doesn’t have the right to issue a general property tax? 

Mark: No, it doesn’t. What happens is the District would enter into a lease agreement with the local 

building authority, where they will commit to pay an amount sufficient to make the debt service on the 

bonds.  

K. Crittenden: Now we have two documents. There’s the articles of incorporation and I guess the other 

is the resolution to do it? 

Chief: Yeah. There are lot of places to sign, I think.  

Mark: I’m sorry-I just have one more comment to make. Assuming the board approves the resolution, 

it’ll be submitted to the Department of Corporations with the State of Utah. To legally form, and then at 

your next meeting a month from now, you’ll have bylaws that will be before you to adopt as well as 

select the officers of the local building authority. And you will all still be the board of the local building 

authority. 

A motion was made by Councilman Crittenden to approve Resolution 22-02, providing for the creation 

of a local building authority by the governing board of the Wasatch Fire District. The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Nelson. The motion pass all in favor.  

A motion was made by Councilman Nelson to adopt the articles of incorporation as presented for the 

local building authority. The motion was seconded by Councilman Park. The motion passed all in 

favor.   

Farrell: Chief, anything else? 

Chief: Just to bring you up to speed, we are going to have to go into executive session once Dustin is 

done. I know last time I was here; I had thought my retirement date would be June 1st but it’s actually 

May 1st. So, this will actually be my last fire board meeting as Fire Chief. It’s been a long haul, seen a lot 

come and go but it has actually been enjoyable, and I appreciate all the support from the members of 

the council both present and in the past, and also the taxpayers. But other than that, I will pass the time 

over to Dustin and then we will move into executive once he’s done.  



Other 

Dustin Grabau: Council, the Fire Advisory Commission met last week to discuss a number of issues. We 

talked about command staff relocation or requiring to be within a certain distance to the fire stations, 

which we had mentioned to you in our last Fire Board meeting. It’s on the agenda today to render a 

discission, again our recommendation is to require the command staff to live within 1hr of a fully 

manned station. Which would be, at the moment, the Jordanelle and Midway stations. But that does not 

change any of the requirement for the fire fighters within the district.  

Some of the other discussions we had were about the building department. Discussion over who is the 

fire authority for different structures and we have come up with a process that I think will work though 

at a staff level to hopefully come up with some recommendations. To identify kind of where the lines 

are and where ambiguities are so we can bring that recommendation to you in a future meeting and to 

the future fire advisory commission.  

We did talk about the Fire Chief’s job description. We got a couple of examples from other entities, and I 

think we are going to distribute those out to committee members to generate something good and 

positive. I think for you as a Fire Board to consider is, I think, from the general sense from the Fire 

Commission was that utilizing existing recruiting resources, in addition to a Western Fire Chiefs 

distribution method, that we felt we could get a large pool of applicants well qualified throughout the 

Western United States. So that was kind of the general recommendation to you. But you have the 

option, just like you did with the County Manager, of going up to as far as hiring an executive hiring firm 

to do a nationwide search or doing something a little more local. I think, one thing that will probably 

need some direction on; we are looking at some generic language about what we would distribute for 

recruiting. Like a 1 page, here’s the information about the District, here’s how you apply, compensation-

which we will need direction from you on how you want us to come up with that if that’s something you 

want the County personal to provide or if that’s something you want the Fire District staff to provide.  

Farrell: I think a combination of all 3.   

Dustin: Okay, so do you want a recommendation through the Fire Advisory Commission on that pay 

range and we will just consult around other job listings and it will probably give us a good point of 

reference as well. So, we will work on all of that. And I think that is all I had to report on.   

A motion was made by Councilman Park to approve that command staff live within 1hr of fully staffed 

stations. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Crittenden. The motion was passed all in favor.  

Nelson: Mr. Chairman, I have a question for the Chief. Chief, I was in a Swiss Days planning committee 

the other day and one of the issues that came up was the fire pit where Midway cooks the beef every 

year, has to go away. And we were having a discussion on where we would put that fire pit. And I just 

wanted to ask the Fire District, if you guys could take a look and see if there is someplace on the Midway 

Fire Station property that would be a great place for a fire pit for a single use every year. 

Chief: Absolutely not. *Laughingly* the site is pretty small.  

Nelson: I know, I have walked the site. Cooking that dinner and that beef is a really important tradition. 

So, we really do need to find another spot and thought what the heck-I will ask the Fire District.  



A motion was made by Councilwoman Crittenden to move into closed session. The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Nelson. The motion passed all in favor.      

A motion was made by Councilwoman Crittenden to go out of closed session. The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Crittenden. The motion passed all in favor. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Crittenden to adjourn Fire Board. The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Crittenden. The motion passed all in favor. 

 

 


